Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service:(before STL#168) 
Brothers and Sisters, We are not here because of our own righteousness/goodness, but because our help is in … And Receive God’s Greeting: Grace, Mercy and Peace from God the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen
Let us now sing, a Song of Praise: Sing to the Lord #173 “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
PROFESS OUR FAITH USING THE APOSTLES CREED
Seated – READ LD 21… page 29 in F&C books
Let’s continue to Sing to the Lord #51b “God, be merciful to me” Verses 1-4 

We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer: Prayer 

Let us now Read Romans 10:1-13
We come now to our time of demonstrating our faith in God’s Perfect Provision/Protection. For we come in obedience to His commands giving him a large portion of what He has given us… and we do that in faith – knowing that it is NOT our money that provides for our needs, but rather, it is the God who saved us and gave us that money! Therefore, let us 

worship God now, with His tithes, & our additional freewill offerings(Deacons)
* Song of Preparation: Sing to the Lord #445 “Rock of Ages” 

Sermon Text: Psalm 103 Sermon Title: Wonderful Forgivenes

* Song of Response: Sing to the Lord #103 “Praise God, my soul!” Verses 1,2, 3, 4, 
May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, & the Love of God the Father, & the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all Amen
Doxology: Sing to the Lord #103 “Praise God, my soul!” Verse 6
Evening Sermon: Wonderful Forgiveness
Text: Psalm 103

Reading: Romans 10:1-13; 
Introduction:
Children, what is your favorite memory of your Dad? I have two favorites, and they are more general rather than specific memories – I remember after I got in trouble, my Dad would spank me – I would ask for forgiveness for the naughty thing I had done – AND he Always said, “Yes, I forgive you, and I love you” and then HE gave me the BEST HUGS EVER… I never felt more happy and close and safe with my dad than when he hugged me after punishment – the relationship was fully restored. My second favorite memory of my dad was how much fun we had when we all went on holiday together. My dad made SURE that our vacation/holiday was a special time for all the children – and he would try to spend time with each of us. Holidays were really good family times… In those times of my life – I knew my father loved me, that he cared for me, and that he had compassion on me and my weakness. 
LAST WEEK: we finished looking at the nature of the church, and I didn’t want to move on to LD22 without addressing that final question of LD21 on God’s Forgiveness! So, tonight will be our final evening in LD21 before we move on to the doctrines of the resurrection and eternity!

As we turn to our text for this morning/evening, we have an example of a Father’s compassion that tops both of my examples, and all of yours! We have the description of our Heavenly Father, the Lord-God, & His compassion on those who fear Him. We even have a list of the benefits: the favorite memories, if you will, of our Lord.
As we examine this Psalm: we will see one primary lesson:
Thesis: The Lord God is compassionate and gracious in forgiving those who fear Him! (REPEAT)
Verse 1: The Psalm begins as we began the service – with a call to worship the Lord, to praise or bless His Holy name. The word translated as Bless or Praise in verses 1 & 2, can also mean to kneel. The idea is that a part of praising God is humbling-yourself/kneeling before Him. The Psalmist is almost calling for His soul to kneel –his inner being to worship the Holy name of the Lord God: Jehovah – that is what Lord in all caps means – the covenant name of God. 
Verse 2: In verse 2, David gives a reason for this call to worship/praise: READ , The implication is that if you don’t forget… if you actively remember the benefits of the Lord (His work in you) then you will praise the Lord from your soul!

David then proceeds in verses 3-6 to list: 6 benefits of the Lord God which believers must not forget: 

1) AND he begins with the Most Important: He forgives all your sin/iniquity (this is the key ben. he explains later in the psalm)
2) He heals all your diseases – not always immediately in this life – but certainly in the resurrection.
3) He redeems your life from the pit (figurative/poetic word for Hell – the place of death, filth, and decay)
4) He crowns you with Love and compassion (the word for Love is the word for God’s Covenant Love – it is a wonderfully descriptive word that is used to describe God’s faithfulness to His word and promises even when we are unfaithful… – it could be translated loving-kindness or Covenant love/faithfulness).

5) He satisfies your desires with good things -- I love the way this one is worded, the word translated desires is literally ornaments/Jewels… in other words, God fulfills your desires for the ornaments/the extras of life with good things… but He does it for a specific reason – God gives us good things in this life to renew our youth/ our strength like the eagle’s! But: What does that phrase mean?  Picture an eagle flying through the sky – his wings are tired of flapping, how does he renew his strength? Through resting/soaring on the updrafts of wind. God gives us good things to act like those updrafts that renew the strength of the eagle! Do you see what he is saying? HE is saying that the good things of life are meant to uplift us – to raise us to new spiritual heights – They are NOT intended to make you focus on the good gifts themselves, but rather to lift your eyes to the goodness of the giver – OUR Covenant God! 
6) Verse 6 gives us the 6th benefit of the Lord: The Lord works righteousness and justice for the oppressed. And here David gives a particular example:
Which we see in verse 7…  He made known His ways to Moses, and His deeds to the people of Israel!
These two phrases would have brought all the stories from Exodus to Joshua to every Israelite mind – King David’s original audience would have remembered: the stories of the redemption from slavery, of God’s protection and provision through the wilderness, and their final arrival in the Promised Land. 
BUT MORE SPECIFICALLY, David wants to focus the listener’s attention on one particular aspect of HOW God revealed Himself… 

He does this through quoting from Exodus 34… There God made an agreement/a covenant with the people to be their God and they would be His people. Even though the whole earth belonged to God (because He made it), He set Israel aside as His special treasured possession – His crown Jewels… And God did something special with His Covenant People: He gave them His law and His requirements – But, He also gave them a gift that no other nation had ever been given! He revealed to them His name and His nature!!
In Exodus 34, We are told that ON MOUNT SINAI, God revealed His name to Moses! David repeats the first part of God’s name as it was recorded in Exodus: READ VS. 8
Whenever the Psalms, Prophets or the New Testament include quotations from Scripture – what they don’t quote is sometimes just as important as what they do…! So, when you see a quotation in your Bible reading, stop a moment and look up the original text and compare them – And you will find that what the author chose not to include, helps you understand the original reason for quotation.


 As I said, David quotes the first half of God’s name WITH THE SAME WORDS as Moses in Exodus 34, but Moses continues differently, he records, “God is slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, MAINTAINING His Covenant LOVE TO THOUSANDS, AND FORGIVING WICKEDNESS, REBELLION, and SIN!!
David replaces the words “and faithfulness” with verse 9 – explaining that God is faithful in His covenant love by NOT always accusing us, NOR does He harbor His anger forever! AND WHY Would He accuse us or be angry with us?? Because of our sin… Exodus 34 ends with 3 words for sin: God forgives wickedness, Rebellion, and Sin (The same 3 words we defined when we look at Psalm 32 a month ago!)
David uses those same 3 words in verses 10 and 12 where he explains the very nature of God’s forgiveness…
Verse 10: God does not treat us as our sins deserve – Our Sins deserve God’s Accusation/Judgment & ANGER!

BUT, God doesn’t repay us according to our iniquities/same word translated Wickedness in Exodus… We are desperately wicked in God’s Pure/Righteous Eyes, and YET He doesn’t give us our Just Punishment for our wickedness…
BUT, WHY NOT?

Because as David explains in:

Verse 12: As Far as the East is from the West, SO FAR Has He removed our transgressions from us! (same word translated rebellion in Exodus) SO, God has removed our rebellion as far as the East is from the West… David is saying, God sent our sins East, and us West and the two will never meet them again! What a Beautiful promise… because when we compare ourselves to God’s Law – 10 Commandments - We have broken every one of them! And God is a righteous Judge who says that He is angry with the wicked… So WE ALL DESPERATELY NEED GOD TO REMOVE OUR SIN FROM US IN THIS INFINITE WAY… But Who Receives this Forgiveness? David keeps talking about “us” and using the plural, so WHO is David talking about?
AND let’s not forget… Exodus 34 said, “God is slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, MAINTAINING His Covenant LOVE TO THOUSANDS, AND FORGIVING WICKEDNESS, REBELLION, and SIN!!” 
SO… 
WHO ARE THESE THOUSANDS to WHOM God Maintains His Covenant Love? 
WHO ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF HIS FORGIVENESS? AND How Is such Forgiveness even possible?
David explains in:
Verse 11: FOR AS HIGH AS THE HEAVENS ARE ABOVE THE EARTH, SO GREAT IS HIS LOVE FOR THOSE WHO FEAR HIM!! The Word used for Heavens is sometimes used to describe the Universe and stars, So another way to put this is: As Great a Distance as it is to the Stars above (millions of light-years), So Great is God’s Love for Those who Fear Him!!        
Our Catechism summarizes this well in LD21: What do you believe concerning “the forgiveness of sins?” I believe that God, because of Christ’s atonement (death on the cross), will never hold against me any of my sins nor my sinful nature (which I need to struggle against all my life). Rather in His Grace, God grants/gives me the righteousness of Christ to free me forever from judgment.
So What is it that opens the door to this Infinite Love and Forgiveness of God? It is the Person and Work of Jesus Christ!! And that is confirmed in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life! In our Reading from Romans 10, we had the clearest explanation of HOW we are to believe: “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved… For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved…” 
Believing that Jesus Christ died to pay the debt you owed God for your sin is HOW YOU FEAR GOD!


AND THE RESULTS/the Benefits of FEARING GOD is this amazing infinite Love of Verse 11, and the incredible Forgiveness of verse 12, and the fatherly compassion of God in verse 13! (read) 

And Why does He have this compassion on those who fear Him? 
Verse 14: Because God HIMSELF knows how we are formed – He remembers that we are Dust! The language is the same as NIV Genesis 2:7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.) 













AS DUST, we are frail and temporary, Look at verse 15-16
WHAT A POWERFUL ILLLUSTRATION!! Picture a dandelion: the flower petals have fallen off, and the seeds have formed that white round puff that you can pick up and blow and it is gone, you drop the stem and in a few days every sign of that particular dandelion is gone! Its place remembers it NO MORE! AND THAT IS A PERFECT PICTURE OF MAN! We only remember a tiny fraction of those who lived in the past, and the most famous people in history are still only partly known… the vast majority of humanity passes away and their memory dies…
BUT In Stark Contrast to the temporary nature of mankind, Verse 17 explains that from Everlasting to Everlasting (infinitely) the Covenant Love of God is with THOSE WHO FEAR HIM…

AND His Righteousness is with their children’s children (so the blessing and covenant love that God promises for those who fear Him extends even from generation to generation!!, vs. 18 explains more…)

Vs. 18: God’s righteousness extends to the children WHO KEEP His Covenant, and Remember to obey Him


This is where children in the covenant have their proper responsibility – children, you will not go to heaven just because Mom and Dad are Christians – You will go to heaven if you make Jesus your savior and Lord! If you remember to keep His covenant and obey Him. 
Furthermore, Here we see the general principle of obeying God’s precepts/Law AS the catechism points out, thru faith in Christ, God won’t hold your sinful nature against you, but you must struggle against it all your life!

 
David closes by giving us one final picture of God sitting on His throne in Heaven: Look at verse 19: READ 
There God sits as Creator King, ruling over all things…

And in a very fitting way, David ends the Psalm with a final call for himself and every individual and all created things to praise the Lord, to bow the knee and submit to God in Praise and worship… READ 20-22
Conclusion:

IS your soul bowing the knee in praise to the God of Heaven? 
Have you begun to fear the Lord? Repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that you might be saved! 
Brothers and Sisters, many of you have already put your faith in Christ: and FOR THAT: Praise the Lord! But perhaps you have baggage from the past, many of you have recent and distant sins that still haunt you – Perhaps you were a bad father, perhaps you have been unfaithful, perhaps you have been into Pornography or gambling or drunkenness –WHATEVER IT MAY BE SATAN just doesn’t let you forget those failings – He is the Accuser, the one who reminds you of your filth and sin and says, “Who are you to turn to God? – You are too sinful for salvation… too sinful for true friendship with other Christians… the devil pushes you further away from God saying: AFTER WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, GOD won’t accept you… No Love is great enough for a sinner like you!” BUT HE LIES, The NEXT TIME SATAN WHISPERS SUCH THINGS IN YOUR EAR, IN YOUR MIND… YOU REMEMBER THE BENEFITS OF YOUR LORD!! 
· Remember this infinite forgiveness – those sins that you have confessed have been removed as far as the East is from the West! 
· Remember that God has healed you of your bondage/addiction to sin! 
· Remember that God Loved you so much, so infinitely, that He sent Jesus to Die in your place… 
REMEMBER God’s great works – and all the things He has done to bring you to Himself – all the acts of love and compassion in which He spared your life!!

AND As you REMEMBER these great benefits:  Praise the Lord from your very souls, from your inmost being – for God NEVER breaks His covenant – His Covenant Love endures forever! Praise the Lord! 
O my soul, and all my inmost being praise His Holy Name
Amen.
